


Advertising Opportunities with the Network
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Michele Colicci
Michele’s Waxing Essentials
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PRESIDENT ELECT
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TREASURER

Collette Aurand
Black River Bookkeeping, LLC
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Dinners are now $20/members -- $25/guests
April 21, 2010  - Casa Too Mucha

May - Valley View,  June - Valentino’s for our Silent Auction

MVBWN NE W S L E T T E R

• $10 for business card
advertisement printed 
in the newsletter

• $20 for full page 
(8½” x 11”) insert 

MVBWN WE B PAG E

Any member in good
standing can have a single
web page designed for $85.
This page will be posted at:

www.mvbwn.org/
YourBusinessName

MVBWN WE B S I T E

Post information about
your event on the website.
Send webmistress the  info at
least a month prior to the
event.

Contact Newsletter Editor & Webmistress
Veronika Freeman / dotcalm

at veronika@stressfreedesign.com
or 315•733•3411 for more details

Donæt Kill Your Business - Learn to avoid these 7 Mistakes!
Aprilæs speaker are Kevin Miller & John Hobiaka from M&T.
Join us this month for a "Business Killers" workshop - this 60 minute workshop explores the six

common mistakes that business owners make that could compromise their business and personal
finances. The workshop is effective in helping a business owner identify, anticipate and avoid these
pitfalls. Each of  the six video modules dramatizes a critical mistake in planning or perception, and
the impact on the owner's personal financial future.   

Kevin J. Miller, Assistant Vice President, M&T Bank.  Mr. Miller is responsible for providing comprehen-
sive financial planning to individuals and business owners in the Central and Southern New York regions.  His
analysis includes asset allocation/risk assessment of  current investment portfolio, retirement funding projec-
tion, risk management, and estate distribution strategies. Kevin had been a practicing attorney in the Trust
and Estates area for 16 years prior to joining M&T in 2008.  Kevin was a Partner with Damon & Morey LLP,
a large and prestigious Buffalo NY firm, in their Trusts and Estates department.  Mr. Miller received a JD as
well as his MA, and BA in economics from the State University of  NY at Buffalo.  

Mr. Miller is a member of  the Erie County Bar Association, Surrogate’s Court Practice and Procedure
Committee of  the ECBA,  NY State Bar Association, Trust and Estate Section of  the NYSBA, American

Bar Association, and Tax Section of  the ABA.
Mr. Hobika joined the M&T Investment Group in April of  2000 as a Regional Insurance Coordinator after

an 8 year period with other various insurance companies & financial organizations.  He assumes the role of
Senior Regional Insurance Coordinator for the Syracuse/Mohawk Valley Regions working with the region’s
Licensed Banker’s, Financial Consultants and Wealth Advisors in serving the life, disability and long term care
insurance needs of  M&T’s customers, professional and business owner clients.

He holds the following FINRA licenses: Series 6 & 63 as well as his NY/PA/FL State Life, Accident and
Health license. He is a 1988 graduate of  Delhi College of  Technology and Utica College receiving an A.A.S
& B.A. in Business Administration and a current student at The American College pursuing specific financial
service designations. He is a current member of  various professional organizations including NAIFA, NAHU,
Society of  Financial Service Professionals & CLTC.  

RESERVATIONS? 
CALL OR EMAIL OLGA GRANDINETTE

724-7069
olga.grand@yahoo.com

6pm - Check in / Networking
6:30pm - Dinner / Presentation

MAKE RESERVATIONS
BY THURSDAY, APRIL 15

IF YOU MAKE A RESERVATION YOU WILL

NEED TO PAY IF YOU DON’T CANCEL

24 HOURS IN ADVANCE.

********************************************
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DINNER CHAIR

Olga Grandinette
Remax Reality Results
724-7069

DIRECTORY CHAIR

Veronika Freeman
dotcalm / dotcalm domains
733-3411

ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE CHAIR

Sharon St. John
MV Small Business 

Development Center
792-7547

FUNDRAISING TEAM

Laurie Dowell - chair
Buffer Zone Nail Salon
724-2769
Mary Moore
ShipRite Parcel, Copy&More
797-2898
Linda Fake, Allied Member, ASID

Uniquely Yours
429-3911 

HISTORIAN

Julie Steele
Gustafson and Co.
697-2345

MEMBERSHIP CHAIR

Collette Aurand
Black River Bookkeeping, LLC
831-2721 

ASSISTED BY:
Julie Darling
Alzheimer’s Association/CNY
617-4025

NEWSLETTER CHAIR

Veronika Freeman
dotcalm / dotcalm domains
733-3411

PROGRAMMING CHAIR

Donna Rebisz
Women’s Business Center

of  NY
733-9848

WEBSITE CHAIR

Veronika Freeman
dotcalm / dotcalm domains
733-3411

Committee Chairs

**

Member News...Member News...Member News...

April  Birthdays

Tanya Davis - 4/2

Joyce Finnegan - 4/2

Diane Kingsley-Roach - 4/8

Debra Gorman - 4/14

Norine Norton - 4/14

Lisa Emery - 4/22

Alicia Brockway - 4/25

Dr. Patricia Laino - 4/26

Robin Kilts - 4/28

Community Calendar....Community Calendar....Community Calendar....

Welcome our newest member, author Hida Jesse Piersma!

Hida is the the founder of  Lanekatuk Memorial Inc., a
not-for-profit created to build clinics/dispensaries and
schools in the war zone area of  Northen Uganda.
Lanekatuk Memorial is named after her father, Augustino
Lanek-Atuk, who was beaten on a roadway near his village
by rebels and left to die. The organization is a memorial to
him and to the people of  the region who have suffered
because of  the twenty plus year long war that raged in
northern Uganda. 

In her memoir, The Gnawing Thoughts, Hida gives her
readers a rare, first-person glimpse of  growing up in
Uganda during the regime of  Idi Amin—and the incredi-
ble fortitude that gave her a fighting chance at a better
life, in Europe and America.

Hida is also an RN in NYC, and has a home in New
Hartford with her husband and son.

We look forward to learning more about Hida and her
great organization - Welcome Hida!

Taraæs Advertising Motheræs Day Specials in the OD

One of  our newest members, Tara Potempa of  
North Forty Acres, is trying out some new advertisements
in the Utica OD. She finds placement has been key to the
advertisement’s success - ask her about it at the next 
meeting!

April 14
Rome Chamber - Business After Hours Reception, Columbia Place Associates, LLC co-hosted
by Griffiss Institute, Wednesday, April 14   5:30-7:30pm at the Griffiss Institute,   725 Daedalian
Dr. Rome. Catered by Leaf, Loaf  & Ladle of  RCIL, Hors d'oeuvres, Beer, Wine & Soda, Door
Prizes, Free Admission, RSVP 337-1700

April 21
Conflict Resolution Seminar,  8:30 am, Wednesday, April 21, Registration 8:00 am, Program 8:30
-11:30 am, Gilroy Kernan and Gilroy- Conference Room, Program provided by Peacemaker
Program, Chamber/Network Members - $15;Others - $25
Solving Conflict: Turning Conflict into Opportunity
Millions of  dollars in unbudgeted revenue is lost by small businesses every day to unresolved conflict.
Unresolved workplace conflict can result in a loss of  productivity, loss of  profit from dissatisfied cus-
tomers, loss of  valuable employees, and could in some cases lead to expensive litigation. This three hour
workshop is designed for business owners, managers, employees or anyone who has to cope with conflict. 

April 22
Mohawk Valley Chamber - April Business After Hours Hosted by the ARC- Oneida, Lewis
Chapter on Thursday, April 22nd from 5:30 - 7:30 pm. Enjoy hors d'oeuvres, cocktails and soft
drinks. Cost to attend is $10 for network members / $20 for non-chamber members not in net-
work.

May 1 - 2
35th Annual Rome Home Show — Saturday, May 1, 2010 10AM-6PM and Sunday, May 2, 2010,
10AM-4PM - Flash Back to the '50's, Fast Forward to the Future at the Annual Rome Home
Show! FREE admission lets people meet more the exhibitors!



IRS Embraces New Applications to Make Tax Information More
Accessible to Small Businesses and the Self-employed 

Submitted by Donna Rebisz

Maximizing the Web’s convenience, accuracy and speed, IRS.gov, IRS’s web site,
now assists millions of  individual taxpayers, tax professionals, and small business
owners to better understand and meet their tax responsibilities. 

Updated Virtual Small Business Tax Workshop

The IRS’s Virtual Small Business Tax Workshop is an interactive resource to help
small business owners learn about their federal tax rights and responsibilities. This
dynamic educational product, available online and on CD 24/7 from your comput-
er, consists of  nine stand-alone lessons that can be selected and viewed in any
sequence. A bookmark feature makes it possible to leave and return to a specific
point within the lesson. Users also have access to a list of  useful online references
that enhance the learning experience by allowing them to view references and the
video lessons simultaneously. 

The Virtual Small Business Tax Workshop is the first of  a series of  video prod-
ucts designed exclusively for small business taxpayers. A new companion series
called, “Your Guide to an IRS Audit” is in development with plans for a summer
2010 launch.

IRS.gov now features audio and video

IRS is augmenting its curriculum of  online learning and educational products for
the small business community by developing new live broadcasting, phone forums
and webinars, and offering audio and video presentations.  

Testing social media 

The IRS is testing social media. We have launched a YouTube video site at
YouTube - irsvideos's Channel and an iTunes podcast to help taxpayers take full
advantage of  the 2009 tax provisions in the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act.

The IRS YouTube channel debuted with seven Recovery videos in English and
American Sign Language and eight in Spanish plus other languages. 

People without an iTunes account can hear those same podcasts, in English and
Spanish, on IRS.gov’s Multimedia Center. People can also visit the audio site at
iTunes to listen to IRS podcasts about ARRA tax credits.

To get the most timely IRS news and information about products and services for
small businesses and the self-employed, subscribe to e-News on IRS.gov at
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=154825,00.html, click “Subscribe
Now” at the bottom of  the page and enter your e-mail address.



BIZ  TIPS from the Tipster 

What I Know Now That I Didnæt Know Then - Business Ownership
Excerpted from MyBusiness Magazine (NFIB member contributions)

submitted by Sharon St. John,Certified Business Advisor, MV Small Business Development Center

“Join a trade association where you can share ideas & learn from fellow business owners.” 
Kirk Brown, Buck’s Shoes, Fremont, NE

“Don’t panic. If  you must, do it quietly and by yourself.”
Thurston Atchley, In Phase Services, Chattanooga, TN

“What works today may not work tomorrow.” 
George F. Poppe III, The Poppe Agency, Metuchen, N J

“Don’t make hasty decisions. Take time to think things through and from all
angles.”

Tona Wachtsetter, Doyle & Wachtsetter, Inc. Clute, TX

“Getting the desired outcome may take an entirely different path than planned.” 
Tommy Sporleder, RT3 Enterprises, Windsor, Colorado

“Things will take twice as long and cost twice as much as you think.” 
Gary Anderson, Go Kahuna, Baton Rouge, LU

“Always be 100 percent honest and fair with customers, employees and vendors. Not
only will you sleep well, but it is also a great way to build a business.” 

Brett Moore, Moore Tire, Higginsville, MO

“Say ‘thank you’ a lot – even when you don’t want to.” 
Anthony Migyanka, Mobile Money Minute, Irving, TX

“Don’t fire – or hire – based on one success or failure. Business has ups and downs;
learn to continue without making emotional decisions.” 

Courtney Caplan, Caplan Miller Events, Austin, TX

“Be involved in your community. Volunteer your time to assist on committees and
events, and give in-kind contributions where possible.”  

Terry Neese, Terry Neese Personnel Services, Oklahoma City, OK
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PO BOX512

NEWHARTFORD, NY  13413

To
We're thenetwork for women-owned businesses in the Mohawk Valley!

New Members - Did you know...?

As a new member of  the
network, you are entitled to a
name tag, membership certifi-
cate, and you’ll have your
business information printed
into our annual directory as
well as on our website. 

You will also be able to
apply for our annual endow-
ment fund. 

If  you need a new, magnetic
name tag, please contact our
membership chair, Robin
Kilts at 368-0062.

Check your business listing at

WWW.MVBWN.ORG

It’s YOUR website!

************************************************************

Weære the Business Womenæs Group with ALL the Perks!

Donæt forget...

You can bring items to sell/display to each meeting (there are designated tables
for items) - and anyone can donate an item for the “Split the Pot” drawing!
Both good ways for people to get to know you and your business.

We give a $25 Guest Speaker Coupon that is redeemable at any MVBWN
business; the Network will reimburse you when it’s redeemed. This is the
Network's way of  showing our appreciation to our presenters.

********************************************

********************************************

APRILMEETING
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MISTAKES!

Did you know
being a member of

MVBWN allows

you to attend many of

the Mohawk  Valley

Chamber events 

at the chamber 

member price!
You can save over $100/yr!


